
“Motivation is defined as the process that 

initiates, guides and maintains goal-oriented 
behaviors. Motivation is what causes us to 

act, whether it is getting a glass of water to reduce 
thirst or reading a book to gain knowledge.”

As students, the desire of 
learning new knowledge 
becomes our motivation 
to read more books. 

As library staff and policy 
-makers, their motivation 
is to provide convenient  
opportunities for students 
to gain knowledge.  

At James Lemont Fogg Memorial Library (The library at Art Center), regular 
circulation books, magazines, and audio books are available for a 3-week 
checkout with up to 2 renewals and have a .20/day per item late fine.
Students can check out a maximum of 25 books. That gives you a lot of 
flexibility to choose different kind of books and to hold them as references. 

It is impossible read all the books in short amount of time, but students 
can hold them longer by using 2 renews. Students can renew their 
books easily online, or they can call in. We can even bring books into 
the library and recheck them out for another 2 renews. 
Students can hold their lovely books for a longer periods of time by 
using this strategy. I am still holding few books from 2 terms ago.

For me, I like the feeling of holding
a book. Holding books makes me feel 
like i am holding an opportunity to 
learn new knowledge at anytime and 
anywhere. 

But, too many choices= no choice.
It is hard for me to open my mind 

and to decide on which book I should 
focus on and read through. 

There was $7.2 fine on my account, because 
i didn't return my books on time. The sad thing was i didn't even read those books.

My RESENTMENT 
I was angry. 
The reason was not because of the late fee charges. It was because I paid 
the fine for nothing. I have been here for 4 terms, and at every term, I have 
had a fine for returing books late. My motivation for learning ended up as an 
overdue fine. 

I am not the only one who got charged late fees.
The art Center library received $16,348.51 
between 11/15/2011-11/15/2012
(Not including “Food for Fines”) 

The library staff started to get really 

frustrated. The motivation of helping 
students to learn ended up giving them 
a large amount of money from students 
every year. 

Food for Fines is 
back!
"Clear your fines by helping the hungry. 
This is your chance to give back to our 
community and pay off some or all of your 
library fines. Bring one (non-expired) can 
of food from now until December 15th 
and $2.00 will be taken off your overdue 
fines. You can pay off up to $24. All food 
items will be donated to the Los Angeles 
Regional Food Bank, www.lafoodbank.
org. 

Don't have any fines but want to help 
anyway? Bring in your food items to the 
Library Circulation Desk or the Center for 
the Student Experience"  

                 
        -  Art Center Library

Students  

Library 

Fines 

Charity

2. Students----------------------------> Library------------------------>Charity

1. Students----------------------------> Library------------------------>Library/Art Center

Food cans Food cans

Money Overdue Fines

Choices:

The “Food for Fines” event became a bridge for  
 the action of charity.

It redefines the value between food cans and dollars in 
the library context.
Any unexpired food can=$2 fines
But, in term of market value:  1 food can------> Less $2
                                    More $ 2
                                   Equal $2
Buying and Finding cans:
*Buying cheap food cans to exchange fines will help students 

financially

*Finding existing cans from home seems cheaper than spending 
money. Even the cans have more market value.

The action of our Charity:
For students:
Charity becomes the secondary motivation/purpose.
Finding a cheaper way to pay the fines is the primary purpose.
For library:
The prmary purpose is helping students to pay for their fines. 
Charity becomes the solution to help student financially and emotionally

John Wu’s food cans for sale at outside of library

The culture of charity today: Charity has become a solution for problem solving.

1. Money = fines

2. Food cans = fines + Charity

<=
Non-profit event 
$1 = 2 cans                        2 cans= $4
(John’s cans)                     (library policy)

Then,
 $1=$4  (John Wu's Charity)

John's Charity action:  
Building the bridge for students who need to pay off their library balance.
 "John Wu's Food Cans For Sell" is an art piece that made for Art Matters 
class. This way, the charity is only the secondary purpose. 

Solved!!!


